FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSLON
RULES OF PROCEDURE

(NOTICE 1978= 6)

In accordance with the provisicns of

2 U.8.C. €4370(e),.the Fedeial Election‘COmmisgion

publishes the follaw;ng rulcs ot procpdure- Tnese .

procedures were adcpted by the Cotmission in its

' open mesbing of July 13, 1978.
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oweeerive no: (9

....

ADQPTED: COMMISSTON MEETING oOF JuLy 13, 1978

BULES OF TROCEDURE: OF

A. Meetings

4y7eld) -

[

2, For the purpose ot these Tt

at least four Members of ti
to 2 U.8.C. h37c(d).
B. Quorum

Tour Membewrs of the Comyiission

denate puprsuant o 2 U.3.C.

'VHE

FEDERAL ETECTION COMMTES LON

‘PURSUANT T0 2 U.S.C. 437¢c(e)

The @ommissibﬁ shall meet at least once gvery month

and alsv af the egll of any Mewmber, pursuanft to 2 U.3.C.

1. For the purpose of theac rules, the word
Mempey means & Ccommissionc?® appointed BY the

President with the advice and consent of the

437¢(a)(1).

1leg, the word

meeting means the colleglabe dcliperation of

e Commission pursuant

ehall eonstitute 2

quorum [ov the ¢onslderation and resolution of matters thet

involve Lhe exercise of ita duties and péwers under the

Federal Flection Campaign Act of 1971 as amended and Chapters

95 and 96 of the Tnternal Revenue Gode of 1950 (the Act) -

Tf lces than four Members of the Commission are present at

-1~




any time dur

ing a Commission meetlng, the Chalrman shall

declare a temporary recess until & quorum ig again present

At which time the mcetling may reaume .,

¢. Presiding officer

l'

D. lntroauc

l.

The Chawrman of th~ Commiesion shall pe the
pre:;dlng otfiqer nver mccting: of the Commission.
He or she shatl ¢all m=etinge to order.

ne Vice—ﬁhairman shall act & presiding

officer in the JLEENCE o disabllity of the
Chaeirman or in the event of a vacanacy in the
office of Chatrman. In Lhe absence of the
Chatrman and Vice=Chairman, the Members of the
Commiogion present chall selsct a presiding
officer, to act dnring the abspnce of tha Chairman
and Vicce-=Chalorman.

tion of Buginess

Meetings of the Commiﬂiion enall be callied %O
order by the Chairman.

The Chalirman shall aspertain the presence of

g quorum befare progeedlng with the busluness

of any meehing.

All buslness beforc the Commi saion shall be

brought by the presiding offiner.
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E. Motlions

1.

Any motion shall be reduced to writing at the
request of any Member of the Commission.

Any motion may be withdrawn or modified by the
movant at any time before it 1is amended or voted
upon..

Any prinéipal gr;Secohdéry.motion that exerclses
a duty or power of the Commissioﬂ under the Act
shall requlre four votes for approval.

Any motlon to adjourn or recess shall requlre a
majority vote of at least three Members of the
Commission for approval.

Any principal or secondary motion regaﬁding a
procedural matter shall require a majorlity vote
of at least three Members of tﬁe Commission for
approval. |

For the purpose of these rules, a procedurai

motlion 1s any matter not exercising the powers

.of the Commission under the Federal Election‘

Campalgn Act, as amended or Chapter 95-or g6 of

the Tnternal Revenue Code of 1954, including put

not limited to any motion to delay a vote on a matter
to any subsequent meeting; or any motion reauesting
a status report; or directing further studies,

information and reports from the General Counsel,
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the Staff Direétor or any division thereof}

or any motion to walve the timely submission

requirement for clrculatilon of material for

the agenda of the Commission.

Motions to Consider

The introducpion of a principa} motion puts a

matter béfbreithé Comﬁiésion for deliberatvion.

When any such matter 1s under debate the Chailrman

shall entertaln no motion except:

(a) A motion bto adjourn.

(b) A motion toO recess. .

(¢) A motion to call for the ordef of the day.

(d) Motion to reconsider. The effect of the

'adoption of a motion To reconsider 1is to

piace before the Commissidn agaiﬁ the question
on which the vote to reconsider was taken
in the exact position in which it was before
the original vote. Four vétes are necessary
to adopt a motion to reconsidér. It is in
order for any'such motion to be offered by
a member who was on the prevalling side
of the question when it was ipnitially adopbted.

(e) A motion to lay a matter over. Any suéh

motion shall require 2 majority vote of at

b



(£)

(g)
(h)

(1)

1east three members of the Commission;

at least three votes will be required

for any subsequent motion to take any

such matter from the table. Any such
motion shall be undebatable.l Any such
matter which is 1a1d on the table pursuant
o) ﬁhesé,bulés shall be taken from the
table.puréﬁant to these rules at the next
subsequent meeting or the matter dles- In
order to table any agenda ltem which was
piaced on the agenda for a particular
meeting by a Member of the Commission who
is absent at that meeting a vote of & majority
of at least three members of the Commission
is required for approval.‘ A motion TO lay
a matter over takes preceden;e over any
motion to move the previous queétion.

A motion to postpone consideration of a matter
to a date certaln. Any such motion shall
require a majority vote of at least three
members of the Cqmmissiqn.

A motion to move the previous question.

A motion in the nature of a substitute:

A motion to amend. ANy motion to amend

takes precedence oOVer the motion that 1t
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proposes %O amend but 1is subordinate o
all other motions. The effect of the
ropegoing is that the adoption of any such
motion to amend does notb resul@ in the
adoption of the motion ta be amended; in-
'stead? that motion-remains pending in its
modified form. Rejection of a motion o
amerid leaves the pending motion as it was
'befora.thé amendment was offered.

F. Personal Privilege

Any Commissioner may as a matter of personal privilege
obtalin recognition to speak upon any subject matter which 1n
his or her judgment may affect the Commission, or the Commissioner.

G. General Consent .

In cases where there appear to be no opposition, the
Chairman may state that in the absence of objection, actlon
shall be considered taken on 2 matter.

H. Members Subsequently Recorded as Voting

Whenever any Member of. the Commlssion who Was absent
when a vote was taken subsequently requests consent to be
recorded as having voted on the matter, he or she shall place

the reason for his or her absence on the record. Any such
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request shall be in order only on the same day on which the
vote was taken.

I. Polnts of Order

Points of order shall be debatable at the discretion
of the chalr. Any Member of the Commission may appeal any
decision of the chalr put for any such appeal to prevall
it must recelve a majority vote of at least‘thfee Memb?rg
of the Commission.

J. Proxies

No vote by any Member of the Commilssion with respect

to any matter may be cast by DProxy; 2 Uy.s.c. 437c(e).

K. Miscellany

Any parliamentary gituation or cipcumstance not

addressed in these Rules shall pe governed by Roberts Rules

of Order, Newly Revised or if not govered thereln by a decision

of the Chalrman. Any Member of the Commission may appeal any
sueh decision of the Chailr but for any such appeal to prevall
1t must recelve a majority vote of at least three Members of

the Commilssion.
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Commission Directive 10 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following

new section:

L. Special Rules to apply only when the Commission has fewer than four Members

When the Commission has fewer than four Members, all of the foregoing
provisions of this directive shall apply, except as follows:

1. Notwithstanding section A.2 of this directive, the word “meeting” shall mean
the collegiate deliberation of two or more Members.

2. Notwithstanding section B of this directive, all Members of the Commission
must be present to constitute a quorum for the consideration or resolution of any matter.
If any Member of the Commission is absent at any time during 2 Commission meeting,
the Chairman shall automatically declare a temporary recess (notwithstanding the
absence of a call for a quorum) until a quorum is again present at which time the meeting
may resume.

3. When these special rules are in effect, the Commission may discuss any ;:natter
otherwise in order for discussion pursuant to the other provisions of this Directive.
However, the Commission may not act on any matter except for the following:. '

(a) Documents such as Campaign Guides and any other brochures or publiéc
education materials that may customarily be voted on by the Commission; i

(b) Notices of filing dates, including filing dates for special elections;

(c) Any action otherwise requiring Commission approval with respect to FEC

Conferences or invitations for public appearances;
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(d) Election of which Members shall serve as chairman and vice chairman solely
for the period during which the Commission has fewer than four Members, provided that
in each instance that there is a Member eligible to hold the position pursuant to the
eligibility requirements of 2 U.S.C. § 437¢(a)(5);

(e) Appointment of an acting general counsel, an acting staff director, an acting
chief financial officer or an acting inspector general, approval of temporary personnel
actions at the GS-15 level and above, and approval of other personnel actions;

(f) Budget estimates or requests for concurrent submission to the President and
Congress, and other budget related matters requiring Commission approval;

(g) Minutes of previous meetings;

(h) Non-filer notices issued pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 438)(7):

(i) Debt settlement plans pursuant to 11 C.F.R. Part 116;

(j) Administrative terminations pﬁrsuant to 11 C.F.R. § 102.4 and Commission
Directive 45;

(k) Systems of Records Notices pursuant to the Privacy Act;

(1) Policies, procedures and directives pursuant to the Privacy Act or Seﬁtion 522
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005;

(m) Agency head review of labor-management agreements;

(n) Any other action where a statute imposes a duty of “agency head review” on
the Commission;

(o) Appeals under the Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts;

(p) Sunshine Act recommendations for items on an agenda;

(@) Contracts;
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(t) The FEC Management Plan, pursuant to OMB Circular A-123 and the Federal
Managers® Financial Integrity Act;

(s) Corrective action plans prepared in response to audits both financial and non-
financial pursuant to FEC Directive 50 and/or the Accountability of Tax Dollars Act; or,

() EEO-related Federal Register notices.

4. Notwithstanding any provision of sections E, I or K of this directive, approval
of any motion or appeal properly before the Commission under this section L shall
require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Members of the Commission. However,
if such majority comprises exclusively the affirmative votes of Members affiliated with
the same political party (or Members whose positions are aligned for the purpose of
nomination by the President), then the motion or appeal shall be deemed not approved.

5. Section H of this directive shall not be operative during any period in which
these special rules are in effect.
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